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VII. ASIA AND AFRIOA. 

CHINA. — The monarchical trend of President Yuan Shih-kai's gov- 
ernment since the suppression of the extremist-republican insurrection 
of 1913 was at last clearly revealed in December, 1915. On December 
11 the Council of State, sitting as a parliament, canvassed the national 
vote on the question of restoring the empire and announced that 1993 
out of the 2043 qualified representatives were in favor of abandoning 
the Republic of 1912. Accordingly the Council of State petitioned 
President Yuan Shih-kai to accept the office of emperor. He refused. 
The second offer, however, was accepted. Yuan's coronation was 
postponed, possibly because Japan and the Entente Powers had ex- 
pressed apprehension last the restoration of monarchy lead to internal 
disorders in China and a disturbance of the international equilibrium in 
the Far East. The justice of this apprehension soon appeared. To be 
sure, an attempt at mutiny on December 5, by a handful of insur- 
gents on board the Chinese training-ship " Chao-ho " in the harbor 
of Shanghai, proved premature. But a formidable insurrection raised 
its head late in December, under the leadership of Tsai Ao, former 
military governor of Yunnan. Tsai Ao's declared purpose was the 
restoration of the parliamentary, constitutional republic. From Yun- 
nan the republican rebellion spread to the neighboring provinces of 
Kweichau, Kiangsi, Hupeh, and Szechuan. Mutiny broke out at the 
very important city of Nanking and in Fukien and Hunan provinces. 
As the Republican insurrection made headway, Yuan Shih-kai faltered 
in his determination to assume the crown. On January 21 the formal 
coronation, tentatively scheduled for February 12, was postponed sine 
die. On March 22 Yuan proclaimed that he would abandon the mon- 
archical scheme altogether and would revert to the republican form 
of government. The staunch republican Hsu Shih Chang, who had 
resigned as a protest against the monarchical restoration, now re- 
entered the cabinet as secretary of state. A special session of the 
Council of State, March 27, repealed all monarchical legislation and 
legally restored the republican- regime. Nevertheless, the republican 
insurgents in the southern provinces, thoroughly hostile to Yuan, 
pursued their military campaign By the end of May all of the 
southern provinces, Yunnan, Kwangsi, Kwangtung, Fokien, Chekiang, 
Kiangsi, Hunan, and Kweichau, were dominated by the rebels; among 
the central provinces, Szechuan was in rebel hands and others were 
more or less disaffected; further north, Shensi and Shansi were said 
to have declared independence and Shantung was rapidly being con- 
quered by revolutionaries, apparently with unofficial Japanese support. 
— Meanwhile President Yuan Shih-kai made desperate efforts to re- 
trieve his blunder. He agreed to surrender all civil authority to a 
responsible Republican cabinet, April 22, with Tuan Chi-jui, a con- 
spicuous Republican leader, as premier and war minister. This con- 
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cession was scorned, however, by 216 members of the National As- 
sembly, who refused to be conciliated so long as Yuan remained 
president. Such was the impasse to which the government of China 
had been reduced when on June 6 Yuan Shih-kai died of uraemia. 
Yuan's death automatically brought into power Vice-President Li 
Yuan-hung, the Republican general who had commanded the revolu- 
tionary forces in ion. In many provinces the rebellion immediately 
subsided, although dissension between North and South continued 
and hostilities were prolonged in some localities. Li Yuan-hung de- 
clared amnesty, convoked the parliament for August to make a definite 
constitutional settlement, and reorganized the cabinet as follows: 
premier and war minister, Tuan Chi-jui; foreign affairs, Tang Shao-yi; 
interior, Hsu Shih-ying; navy, Chen Pih-kuan; commerce and agri- 
culture, Chang Kuo-kan; justice, Chang Yao-tseng; education, Sung 
Hung-yi; communications, Wang Ta-hsien; finance, Chen Chin-tao. 
(See also International Relations, supra, p. 18.) 

JAPAN. — The formal coronation of Yoshihito as emperor of Japan, 
121st successor of Jimmu, was celebrated with impressive pomp, No- 
vember 10. The ceremonies and festivities extended into the follow- 
ing month. — The naval estimates for 1916, totaling about 100,000,000 
yen, showed a decrease of 6,000,000 yen from 191 5. Supplementary 
expenditure for construction of new ships would amount to 6,000,000 
yen in 1916 and an average of 13,000,000 yen in the three ensuing 
years. — The December session of the Diet was turbulent. The gov- 
ernment was rancorously criticised for conferring the Nogi peerage 
upon a member of the Mari family. A motion to impeach the min- 
istry for attempting to evade responsibility in the Oura bribery case 
(last Record, p. 735) by making Viscount Oura the scapegoat was de- 
feated on December 18 by 222 to 132, after a stormy sitting, in course 
of which Premier Okuma was violently assailed. — Count Okuma nar- 
rowly escaped assassination by the hand of a bomb-thrower in Jan- 
uary. — On March 30 Lieutenant-General Ichinosuke Oka, minister of 
war, resigned from the cabinet, being enfeebled by the disease which 
caused his death a few months later; he was succeeded by the vice- 
minister of war, Lieutenant-General Ken-Ichi Oshima. — In a statement 
to Le Matin, Count Okuma explained that inadequate transportation 
rendered it impossible for Japan to send a large army to Europe; 
hence Japan would merely aid her Allies by protecting their interests 
in the Far East and by selling them munitions. The economic signifi- 
cance of Japan's political affiliation with the Entente Powers was dis- 
closed by commercial statistics published in 1916. Immense war- 
exports of woollen cloth and munitions to Russia and of rice to Great 
Britain had augmented Japan's total exports to Russia by 39,000,000 
yen in the first three-quarters of 1915 and those to Great Britain by 
25,000,000 yen. In the South Pacific, Japanese merchants were eagerly 
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taking advantage of the war to supplant German commerce. On the 
whole, however, the war had injured Japanese trade. The total ex- 
ports in 1915, although showing an increase of $58,602,768 over 1914, 
amounted to only $354,153,499 as compared with $366,230,107 in 1913. 
Imports had dropped from $364,765,822 in 1913 to $266,224,969 in 1915. 
— Child labor was legally prohibited in 1916; young persons between 
12 and 15 years and women were permitted to work no more than 12 
hours a day, with two holidays a month; accident compensation was 
also provided. 

PERSIA. — Symptoms of unrest in Persia, the revolt of the gendar- 
merie, the activity of Turkish propaganda, and the apparent inclina- 
tion of the young sovereign, Ahmed Shah, to give ear to the German 
agent, Prince Henry of Reuss, gave Russia and Great Britain cause of 
alarm. On November 1 Russia intimated to the Shah that any hos- 
tility toward the Entente Powers might mean Persia's destruction. 
Russian troops at Kazvin, 86 miles northwest of Teheran, were 
ordered to advance on the capital, November 9. The mejliss in secret 
sitting, November 11, decided on submission. The Shah, who had 
been meditating removal from the Russian zone of influence, was in- 
duced to abandon all idea of flight, November 15. Russophile poli- 
ticians, Prince Ain-ed-Dowleh and Prince Firman Firma, were given 
seats in the cabinet, November 15. Prince Firman Firma became 
premier on December 25 and retained the office for about three months. 
On March 6 a Nationalist leader, the Sipah Salar Azam, former pre- 
mier and minister of war, was placed at the head of the government. 
Meanwhile Russian armies defeated the pro-German Persian gen- 
darmes and other hostile forces near Ave (December 7) and Sultan 
Bulak (December 9) and occupied Kum (December 15) and Hamadan 
(about December 20) which had been centers of Turco-Teutonic 
activity. From Kum one Russian army continued southward to Kashan 
(occupation announced December 27) and Ispahan (March 19). An- 
other took Sultanabad (January 21), between Kum and Hamadan. A 
third followed the caravan route from Hamadan to Kermanshah (Feb- 
ruary 26) and Kerind (March 12) toward Bagdad (see supra, p. 7). 
Most of western and central Persia remained in Russian occupation 
until July, when the Turks recaptured Kermanshah. The southeastern 
corner of Persia was occupied by an Anglo-Egyptian expedition under 
General Sykes. 

OTHER ASIATIC AND AFRICAN STATES. — Uprisings in French 
Indo-Chlna were severely repressed; martial law was proclaimed in 
April, and the insurgent boy-king of Annam, Duy-Tan, was deposed 
by the French governor-general. Prince Dun-Dao was named as 
Duy-Tan's successor. — Lidj Jeassu, negus of Abyssinia, offered 200,000 
soldiers to aid the Entente Allies, according to a statement made by 
M. Pierre Alype in the French Chamber of Deputies. — A quasi-relig- 
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ious revolt, led by Abdul Melik, was reported by German dispatches 
to have broken out in Algeria. — German newspapers also asserted 
that all Tripoli was in revolt; that Senussi tribesmen had routed the 
Italian garrison at Kasasyrt; and that the Italians had lost 6000 men. 
— The French forces in Morocco, under General Henrys, inflicted a 
crushing defeat upon the troublesome Abd el Malek in the Taza 
region, captured his camp, and drove him to seek refuge in mountain 
fastnesses in the Rif. In the Spanish zone of Morocco, the resident 
General Jordana announced on May 17 the complete submission of 
the Kabyles in the territory of Oued-Ras and the opening of the 
Fondak route, thanks to the victory of Spain's ally Raisuli over the 
hostile Abd el Krim. Late in June heavy fighting with insurgent 
natives was resumed. All extra-territorial privileges hitherto enjoyed 
under the capitulations were renounced by Italy in March, as regards 
the French zone of Morocco, and in April, as regards the Spanish 
zone. The Netherlands and several other nations made similar an- 
nouncements. 

[For colonies and dependencies in Africa and Asia, see The Euro- 
pean War, The United States, The British Empire and Continental 
European States, supra.] 

Edward M. Sait, 
Parker Thomas Moon. 



